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Motivation and Task Difficulty: A SOLOExperience withAdult Learners

TAN HUI LENG 

ABSTRACT 

This study was conducted with a group of 26 PKPG teachers. A series of graded tasks for EDU 480 was set for these teachers, where task difficulty was controlled using the SOLO Taxonomy. These teachers were guided through the tasks. After six weeks on-task, a comparison of pre-task (Test 1) and post-task (Test 2) scores was done descriptively. There was a marked improvement in test scores. Feedback from these teachers and their instructor seems to indicate that this improvement may be related to their increased interest in the subject. They report that these adult learners are more motivated to study a subject where the learning process has enabled them to enjoy success in completing tasks especially tasks which were previously deemed difficult. 

ABSTRAK 

Kajian ini telah dijalankan terhadap sekumpulan 26 orang guru PKPG. Satu siri tugasan mata pelajaran EDU 480, yang telah dikawal dari segi kesukaran dengan merujuk kepada Taksonomi SOLO, telah diberikan kepada kumpulan guru itu. Bimbingan tugasan dibuat secara kumpulan kecil. Selepas enam minggu membuat tugasan itu secara terbimbing, perbandingan telah dilakukan secara deskriptif antara skor pra-tugasan (Ujian 1) dan pasca-tugasan (Ujian 2) guru tersebut. Suatu peningkatan dalam skor telah dicapai dan maklum balas daripada guru PKPG tersebut dan pengajar mereka menunjukkan bahawa peningkatan ini adalah disebabkan guru-guru itu sudah mula berminat dan mempunyai motivasi yang lebih tinggi terhadap pembelajaran mata pelajaran itu apabila keadaan pembelajaran diaturkan dengan cara yang membolehkan mereka berjaya melengkapkan tugasan dengan baik, terutamanya tugasan yang sukar. 
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